
WHAT’S UP ? Ꮬ DEC 2021

qathet SAFE
We have ve a new name, but our work 
continues on all fronts. Specifically, 
the Powell River & Region Transition 
House Society and Powell River Com-
munity Services Association have 
come together under one umbrella: 
qathet SAFE (Safety & Advocacy For 
Everyone). Our two charitable organ-
izations have always worked together 
with one Executive Director and the 
same Board of Directors, however, we 
felt a name change would not only 
better-reflect what we do, but also be 
simpler to remember than our two, 
lengthy, organization names.

For donations, we will still issue 
charitable tax receipts from one or 
the other organization depending on 
the program receiving the donation. 
Please enjoy our newsletter in which 
you get a glimpse of each of our seven 
programs and how your donated funds 
are being used.

On behalf of all the staff at qathet 
SAFE, may you have a safe and peace-

ful holiday! 

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling

One of the services offered through 
this program is a weekly women’s sup-
port group. Some of the topics covered 
over a 12-week period include:
Ꮎ Caring for oneself holistically, 

mentally, emotionally, physically 
and spiritual

Ꮎ Grief and Loss
Ꮎ Trauma
Ꮎ Alcohol & Drugs and Body System
Ꮎ Self-Care: Various models of 

application
                                      

Within this timeframe, we create a 
space for women to come together to 
share their experiences and strengths 
so that they are able to express them-
selves without judgement in a safe, 
supportive environment. Women 
have shared since participating 
in the group, they have grown 
more confident in who they 
are and enjoy being with 
others to share various ac-
tivities and developing 
coping skills togeth-
er. Now, there are 
too many women 
for one group so 
a second group 
each week will 
be offered on 
a different 
day and 
time. 

PEACE Program
Greetings from the PEACE Program 
Powell River. Another year has flown 
by! I have been as busy as ever seeing 
many children and youth, ages 4 to 18 
years, from all the elementary schools 
in the district and Brooks High School. 
For the first time ever, I am making 
weekly visits to support children at the 
Powell River Christian School as well. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
To quote my Jamaican grandmother, 
“one one coco full basket” — every lit-
tle bit helps! Wishing you a safe and 
peaceful holiday season. 

Police-Based 
Victim Services

Police Based Victim Ser-
vices (PBVS) has had 
a very busy year in 

2021 and saw an 
increase in all 
referral types.  
Even during 
the pandemic, 
PBVS was able 

to maintain in 
person client supports 

and resumed on-scene call 
outs as soon as it was pos-

sible to ensure our clients 
received crisis supports in a 

timely manner.
Finn the Crisis Canine re-

tired this December after 31 
(doggie years) of service to 
the Powell River Police Based 

Victim Services.  He will be 
greatly missed by all his colleagues 

in Victim Services, RCMP, courthouse 
staff, and clients alike.  In hopes of car-
rying on PBVS with a Victim Services 
dog, Powell River PBVS has applied for 
a Justice Facility Dog with PADS (Pacif-
ic Assistance Dogs) and hope to have 
a canine team member in 2022. 

Specialized Victim 
Support Services

This program, SVSS, offers emotional 
support and practical assistance pri-
marily to victims of domestic violence 
and sexual abuse.  Our many servic-
es include emotional support, court 
preparation, safety planning, assis-
tance with applications to the Crime 
Victim Assistance program, and vic-
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Contact us at 604.485.5335 or email akurtzpr@telus.net
Look for our new website, coming soon to a screen near you

www.qathetSAFE.ca

tim impact statements or risk identifi-
cation interviews for the Courts. 

Through the pandemic, the program 
services were in high demand. During 
2021 SVSS continued to assist 30 cli-
ents from the previous year, 21 victims 
of recent and past sexual assaults, 42 
victims of domestic Violence/Assaults, 
and 21 short term clients needing as-
sistance and referrals to other agencies. 
Because safety planning is crucial for 
many of our clients, donations have 
been helpful with concrete supports 
such as new locks on doors, safety cam-
eras, and cell phones. 

Grace House
The past few months have been very 
active with women fleeing violence as 
well as numerous repairs being done to 
the house. In October, all of the insu-
lation in the attic space was removed 
and new insulation put in just in time 
for colder temperatures. For a short 
period of time most of the house had 
to be closed off and women needing 
Grace House supports stayed in ho-
tels, the cost of which was supported 
by donations. There are more upgrades 
to come such as new patio doors and 
new flooring in three rooms. For now, 
the house is comfortable, cozy, and 
decorated for the holidays. We will be 
ensuring residents receive gifts and 
items of need thanks to many gener-
ous donations we have received. 

Poverty Law 
Advocacy Program

Thanks to the pandemic, there has 
been a steady stream of people need-
ing support coming through the Pov-
erty Law door. Many need help with 
changes to their income sources in-
cluding numerous elders and senior 
citizens. With funding to the program 
a bit tight, we no longer have an assis-
tant to help with the non-stop phone 
calls. We are managing, it just means 

some people have to wait a bit longer 
to see the Advocate. 

One of our highlights for the year 
was our volunteer, Lina Vallee, re-
ceiving the Carol Hamilton Volun-
teer award from the O’Brien-Woznow 
Foundation. Lina has been volunteer-
ing her time weekly at the Poverty Law 
Advocacy Program for 12 years. We are 
very pleased that Lina’s dedication has 
been recognized and honoured. 

Stopping the Violence 
Outreach Program

On December 6, which is the National 
Day of Remembrance and Action on 

Violence Against Women, qathet SAFE 
held its 10th Annual Shoe Memorial, 
primarily organized by the STVO pro-
gram. This day commemorates the 14 
women who were murdered at Mon-
treal’s École Polytechnique in 1989. It 
is also a day to remember all women 
and children murdered due to gender 
based violence.

For our Shoe Memorial in 2020, we 
only had displays set up around town 
with no in-person event. This year, we 
set up the shoes along the hallway of 
the second floor above the public li-
brary. Each pair of shoes on display 
had a short biography of a women who 
had been murdered. It was a quiet, re-
spectful, and contemplative setting 
that allowed for physical distancing. 
We hope to use the same space next 
year and expand into the public library 
as well. 


