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qathet SAFE
We did it! Our new website, qathet-
safe.ca, has been launched. It pro-
vides options to connect with our 
help line including web chat and tex-
ting. Of course, talking directly with 
a support person can still be made 
by phoning 604.485.9773. Current-
ly we are changing all of our pull-
tab posters in 
public wash-
rooms to en-
sure every-
one knows 
how to get 
help and in 
particular, 
women who 
need sup-
port from 
Grace House. 
Dona t i on s 
can now be 
done on our website 
through Canada Helps.

We had two very thoughtful do-
nations in the past couple of months 
from the International Students at 
Brooks Secondary School. The stu-
dents did a bake sale to raise mon-
ey and decided to donate the mon-
ey to Grace House. Then a couple 
of months later they donated more 
money to Stopping the Violence 
Outreach after raising money from 
selling vegetable starts. It is great to 
know that youth from around the 
world see the importance of sup-
porting women and children fleeing 
violence.

Grace House
It was with true regret that Grace 
House said good-bye to long time 
staff Carol Stokes who served our 
community at Grace House for 28 
years. Carol was one of the first staff 
at Grace House and worked her entire 
career here ensuring that clients were 

kept safe and cared for 

while at 
the program. 

In my short time I 
was able to observe her deep dedi-
cation to her fellow staff and the cli-
ents and learn some of the history 
she was able to recount. Carol was 
wished well by staff and board mem-
bers at a good-bye party on June 
24th. Carol intends to fill her days 
with music, choir and gardening in 
the coming future. She will be sorely 
missed by everyone at qathet SAFE.

PEACE Program
Summer salutations from the 
PEACE Program. Just a friendly re-
minder that though the schools are 

closed over the summer months, 
the PEACE Program is open to sup-
port children, youth and their fam-
ilies. If you know of any children or 
youth experiencing violence, please 
call 604.485.6968.

As my Jamaican grandmother 
used to say, “walk good” — take care 
of yourself. Have a safe and happy 
summer.

Poverty Law Advocacy
One of the lasting impacts of the 
pandemic is the backlog within 
many government agencies. People 
are understandably frustrated and 
struggling with the increased wait 
times. Even the Poverty Law Advo-
cate has to wait on hold like every-
one else for up to an hour to speak 
with Service Canada or BC Housing. 
Decisions related to Shelter Aid for 
Elderly Residents (SAFER) as well as 
Person with a Disability and Canada 
Pension Plan-Disability applications 
are taking 3-6 months. The wait 
time to get a Dispute Resolution 
Hearing with the Residential Ten-
ancy Branch is on average 4 months 
now. This means people are needing 
to stay connected with the Poverty 
Law office for longer and are contrib-
uting to the increasing number of 
daily calls. On a positive note, a new 
Advocate has recently been trained 
with the Law Foundation and more 
funding has been provided by the 
Law Foundation which will help 
with hiring a program assistant in 
the coming months. 
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Contact us at 604.485.5335 or email akurtzpr@telus.net
Take a moment to visit our new website at:

www.qathetSAFE.ca

Specialized Victim 
Support Services

In March our SVSS office space was 
livened up with a well-deserved coat 
of paint. Clients have comment-
ed on how comfortable they feel 
in the office space surrounded by 
the soothing, relaxing tropical seas 
and the clear blue sky. Repainting 
also offered the opportunity to sort 
through years of materials, and to 
create a more open-seating space 
for clients to meet with the sup-
port worker.

The Coordinator for the 
SVSS program began her grad-
ual return to work in May, af-
ter being off on medical leave 
for almost a year. The Coordi-
nator is exceptionally happy to 
be back at work, busy reacquaint-
ing herself with past clients and 
greeting the new. A special thank 
you to my colleagues for welcoming 
me back.

SVSS is a year-round busy pro-
gram. We are grateful to be able to 
provide assistance and support to 
our clients through their difficult 
and emotional times.

Stopping the Violence 
Outreach

In January, the Outreach Worker 
was able to go up from part-time to 
full-time hours thanks to Covid Re-
sponse and Recovery funding pro-
vided by the federal government. 
These extra hours were needed in 
supporting an increase in women 
who are building a new life free of 
violence. 

In March, the Outreach Worker 
organized a successful International 

Women’s Day event down at Will-
ingdon Beach. It was only an hour 
in length and included a Zumba ses-
sion with Mike Clansey, drumming 
and singing with Cyndi Pallen, a 
group photo, and snacks, treats, and 
socializing. While our numbers were 
small, we hope to make this a yearly 
event and encourage more people to 
join us!

Stopping the Violence 
Counselling

Over the last few months, we have 
worked to support women in devel-
oping grounding skills and coping 
skills. Violence and abuse come in 
many forms; mentally, emotional-
ly, physically and spiritually. Trau-
ma left untreated slowly impacts 
individuals and creates more seri-
ous challenges with boundaries and 
attachments. We have worked to 
implement various forms of heal-
ing modalities such as nature walks 
and working with water to support 
clearing negative energy stored in 
the body system. We have utilized 
the qathet Art Center for our week-
ly women’s support group. We will 

continue introducing various forms 
of healing methods and tools for 
healing as we move into the sum-
mer months. 

Police Based 
Victim Services

We have good news! Police Based 
Victim Services has been approved 
for getting a dog from Pacific As-
sistance Dogs (PADS) for the PBVS 
program. This means we are now 

on the wait list for an accredited 
facility dog that is the next best 
match for our program. Hope-
fully we won’t have to wait too 
long. Finn retired in Decem-
ber and is missed at the RCMP 
detachment and in working 

with victims, so much so that 
the PBVS Coordinator has been 

picking up dogs, puppies, or kittens 
from the SPCA and bringing them to 
work with her for the day. The pro-
gram has been exceptionally busy 
with providing support to victims of 
crime in court trials. It seems like 
the court system is making up for 
lost time caused by the pandemic. A 
facility dog would be very helpful for 
those who have to testify. The soon-
er we get a dog, the better!


